LT. COLONEL, USAF (RET)

Sammy Pierce entered the Army Air Forces by way of the North Carolina National Guard in
1942 and was rated a pilot as a Staff Sergeant. He was progressively promoted to Captain
by the end of World War I1. He served two tours with the 8th Fighter Squadron of the 49th
Fighter Group in the Southwest Pacific. He is accredited with 7 victories in combat in P-40

and P-38 aircraft. He retired as a Lt. Colonel and is one of the original trustees of the 5th
Air Force Memorial Foundation.
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